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President’s Report

The club recently held the 50th National Show and Trial for the GSDCA.  The weather was
perfect which greatly assisted us.   The National was a huge undertaking that was several
years in the planning and I greatly appreciate all the help from members and non-
members that assisted with this event.      

I am pleased to report that considering the two previous Nationals ran at a loss, we did
make a small profit of around $4,000 which is an achievement in itself.   The next National
will be held in Queensland in 2025 and after this event our club will have to start
preparations for the 2028 National if we are to host it.

The club recently lost two close friends, Mr Lyle Strachan a long standing member and life
member and Gillian Smith, who helped to organise our obedience  trials.  They will both be
greatly missed and we send our condolences to their families. 

The club recently held an obedience trial on 6 July and I would like to thank all that assisted
in this event.  The numbers for our trials have  been consistently dropping over the years
so unfortunately,  the Committee will have to consider the viability of the amount of trials
held and only concentrate on our significant and historical trials.
  
The club recently had a a stand at the Pet Expo held on 6 & 7 July at Wayville and which
was greatly received by the general public.  I thank Stephen Collins, Kim Leyland, Andrew
O’Loughlin and Jenny De Lucia along with their animals that assisted with this event.  Once
again we promoted our Pedigree dogs in a positive light  and were able to inform the
general public in advice and education about the breed.

I have been asked by a number of people with special needs and/or in wheelchairs, if they
are able to attend the club on training days as spectators.   I have advised that we'd be
more than happy to see them on these days so if you at club with your friendly and
approachable dog,  and you see people in wheelchairs, I am sure that they would be
delighted to meet your dogs.  

 Enjoy your dogs!

John J De Lucia
President



Secretarial Report

The Club has continued to be very busy and active since the 50th National Show and Trial. 
The Club has conducted the two (2) championship shows judge by Mr T Gibson (NZ) and
Mrs V McCambridge (NZ). Congratulations to all winners and place getters.

We wish to welcome ALL the new members since the last edition of the Shepherd News to
the Club and we hope that you enjoy your time at the Club and achieve your goals with
your companion.

The recent Open meeting held to discuss the NBC and Judges meeting was poorly
attended by the Breeders and general members.  The Club is only as strong as the
members.

The Club will be hosting an Endurance Trial on July 20th.  The Balmead double trial will be
conducted on August 3rd followed by a Breed Survey on August 4th.

The Club attended the Pet Expo on July 6th and 7th the display was manned by K Leyland,
J De Lucia and myself on Saturday, followed by A O’Loughlin, J De Lucia, JH DeLucia and
myself on the Sunday.  The club’s stand was kept very busy with a steady stream of the
public accessing information regarding the Breed and Club.  Many thanks for those who
helped out.

Our next Members competition will be held on September 29th with Mrs J Butterfield
adjudication.
 



Breed Affair's Report

During the month of June, we held our two Championship shows with judges Mr Tony Gibson and
Mrs Viv McCambridge, both from New Zealand. 
Saturday’s winners were:
Best in Show – *Tonaker Chhloe AZ
Runner Up Best in Show – *Ch Babenberg Valentino AZ
Baby Puppy in Show – Cinderhof Griffin
Puppy in Show – Ch Kyndom Lets Flex
Sunday’s winners were:
Best in Show – *Ch Babenberg Valentino AZ
Runner Up Best in Show – *Ch Gewalt Aramis AZ
Baby Puppy in Show – Taurorn Java Jingle (AI)
Puppy in Show – Kaygarr Hendrix
Sunday also saw the Breeders Group judgement, with one entry. Congratulations to Vonpeta
Kennels for presenting a Breeders Group.

Our next Breed Survey will be on the 4th of August, with entries closing on 28th of July. Our next
Members Competition will be on the 29th of September.

On the 13th and 14th of July, the NBC and Judges Committee Meetings were held. This is a quick
summary of the weekend – if you’d like any further information, please contact me and I’ll be
happy to discuss with you.
Updates were given, and possible changes/solutions discussed for the National next year in
Queensland. Dates for the 2026 National to be held in Sydney are booked for 14-17 May. Points
that were discussed: animals in the intermediate (and open) class requiring AZ, retirement laps at
the National, male dog entries at shows, state breed exhibitions, gun test at shows and dentition.
Jess Kada and Glen Gregory were voted to be recognised as Breed Surveyors and Kurt Morton
was also voted to be recognised, pending his final judging appointment required (which is at the
end of July). These are to be ratified at the AGM. After much discussion, the motion to display fails
for hips and elbows on the database was withdrawn. Allowing judges and surveyors in the ring to
view sire’s progeny only at the national (separate to those evaluating the groups) was supported
and a motion is to go to the AGM.
We had several presentations and workshops presented too: a critiquing exercise, a discussion
on the Breed Survey worksheet to make sure it’s up-to-date with terminology, a very informative
presentation from Dr Lavelle on hip and elbow x-rays, and a presentation from a representative
at InfogeneNZ on DNA testing.



On the 5th of June, members from the German Shepherd Dog Club of South Australia and council
workers from different areas across the state attended a dangerous dog course run by Andrew
Clark, a knowledgeable and highly trained individual with many years worth of experience. The
course lasted for roughly 8 hours and covered all different areas of working with dangerous and
unsure dogs including: what to look for in a defensive dog, how to approach unfamiliar dogs, how
to muzzle a dog in a safe manner and how to manage dog attacks (dog on dog and dog on person).
The primary objective for the attendees of the course was to have confidence in being able to safely
and effectively apprehend aggressive and non-aggressive dogs, to be able to read and interpret the
body language being presented by dogs and just to better our prior knowledge in handling dogs
which may be a hazard to others around them. Throughout the course, the attendees were
exposed to some confrontational images and stories to emphasise the importance of being
cautious and being able to read and interpret the message that a potentially dangerous dog is
conveying. 

The course was ripe with essential information that is handy to know, especially in the
consideration of being around German Shepherds for obedience training. However, its not just
German Shepherds, it's all breeds of dog that can be unpredictable, and this topic was discussed in
the course. There are some dogs that have clear idiosyncrasies to whether it is aggressive or not,
where other dogs will not demonstrate these traits due to their breed. Some of these signs include
observing the height and whether it is lower or higher than usual, how the ears are being
positioned, where the dog is looking, how the dogs is moving its lips, if the hackles are raised and
the length of the dog the hackles span, how the tail is moving, whether the dog is barking, growling
or howling and how the dogs senses are acting in the current moment. 

Muzzling a dog was a topic discussed when learning about how to apprehend a dog and the
different ways of apprehending a dog. A field muzzle was main muzzling technique mentioned and
it can be made with bandage or with a lead, using two overhand knots (which can effectively secure
the muzzle around the dog once tightened) and slipping it over the muzzle of the dog with enough
space so that your hands are out of reach of the dogs muzzle. The group was then invited to
practise this muzzling technique on a fibreglass dog  to get an idea on how the muzzling should be
executed. 

Nearing the end of the course the topic of discussion was about dog attacks. This was by far the
most confrontational and eye opening subject. The group was shown videos of instructors with
protective armour on having a trained attack dog set upon them, and the pure force behind the
German Shepherd that was being used for the demonstration purposes. Proceeding the showing of
the videos, it was explained what to do if attacked by an aggressive dog, and the steps to be taken
to have as minimal damage dealt to you as humanly possible. Additionally, we were told about
what to do in the situation of a dog on dog attack, as these can be occurrences in dog parks and
potentially in training. 

Overall, the Dangerous Dog Course presented all of the attending members with essential and
memorable information that can be applied within the necessary situations. Myself and everyone
else included learnt a lot from the course, and I would like to thank Andrew for his time. 

Dangerous Dog Course Report



What is Pannus (Chronic Superficial Keratitis)?

This disease is most often seen in German Shepherds but can affect other breeds. It is thought to
be related to ultraviolet light but is not a clearly understood condition. It seems to be worse at
high altitude and very sunny areas. Pannus is believed to be an autoimmune disease, which in
simple terms, means that your dog’s body overreacts to what is happening to the cornea.
Starting as a pink tinge to the eye, the disease takes hold causing the eye to become opaque and
darken. Eyesight can suffer with blindness occurring if not treated.

Pannus is when a gradual change occurs in your dog’s eye, caused through blood vessels and
scar tissue entering the cornea

Symptoms of Pannus (Chronic Superficial Keratitis) in Dogs

Changes in color to the clear cornea causing whitish, pink or brown discoloration
Visual impairment 
White fatty growths appear near the cornea
Bilateral color changes with scarring
No apparent pain unless advance stage
Thickening of tissue over the eye
Thickening of the eye lining 
An opaqueness to the eye

Causes of Pannus (Chronic Superficial Keratitis) in Dogs

Not a lot is known about the cause of pannus but a few of the agreed possible causes are:

Pannus is thought to be a form of autoimmune disease
Hereditary condition that can affect all dogs 
Smoke may contribute 
Increased exposure to ultraviolet light
High altitudes and sunny climates

Diagnosis of Pannus (Chronic Superficial Keratitis) in Dogs

If your dog exhibits any of the above symptoms it is best to take him to the veterinarian clinic to
have his eyes checked. You will notice any changes due to the color and alteration of appearance
in the eye, so observation is the first and most important part of diagnosis. The specialist will
look at the medical history of your dog, the breed (some dogs are more predisposed to pannus
that others, for example, German Shepherds) and will observe clinical signs.



Your dog’s eyes may be tested by corneal staining to determine the depth and damage of the
disease. But most diagnosis is done on the appearance of your dog’s eye.  To confirm the
diagnosis, your veterinarian may suggest that your dog have a veterinary ophthalmologist check
the eyes and carryout a comprehensive eye test before prescribing treatment options.

Treatment of Pannus (Chronic Superficial Keratitis) in Dogs

There is no permanent cure available yet for this disease but it can be managed by topical
medications. This treatment will be lifelong with constant care keeping the condition under
control. Topical steroids suppress the immune system response that triggers pannus. Your
veterinarian may prescribe injections of subconjunctival steroids into the growth on the cornea
and this treatment can last for up to a month, but you will need to continue it afterwards or use
another topical treatment as pannus will flare up again if left alone.

Surgery can be used to remove parts of the diseased tissue and may include the use of extreme
cold to freeze it off (cryosurgery). In severe cases, radiation is effective. As there is no actual
healing or cure for this condition, you must continue to treat your dog’s eyes to contain it. If
caught in the early stages and cared for immediately, your dog will retain most of the eyesight
and will live a normal life.



RHOSYN KENNELS
S & J Collins
WILLUNGA

Mob: 0419 212 749
Email: mail@rhosyngsd.com

ARKAHLA KENNELS
W & J & A O'Loughlin
PORT NOARLUNGA
Mob: 0412 605 584

Email: arkahla@gmail.com

Breeders Directory

BABENBERG KENNELS
J & J & I DeLucia
GAWLER BELT

Mob: 0408 100 745
Email: jjdelucia@bigpond.com

Training Times

Sunday

9.30 am: Beginners Obedience
Obedience Class 1, 2 & 3

10.00 am: Show Training
10.30 am: Obedience Class 4
Open Obedience & Utility Classes

11.00 am: Class 5

Wednesday

7.30 pm: Beginners Obedience
Obedience Class 1, 2 & 3

Show Training

8.15 pm: Obedience Class 4 & 5
Novice Obedience & Trials Classes

SHEPROSE KENNELS
B Owen

TWO WELLS
Mob: 0417 834 941

Email: sheprose01@gmail.com

ALIMANDA KENNELS
J Butterfield & G Mercer

OLD NOARLUNGA
Mob: 0412 471 802

Email: alimanda@hotmail.com.au



Stud Dog Directory
*CH ALIMANDA FIREWALKER ‘A’ 2:2 ‘Z’ 0:0 H- Neg

Sire: *CH Schneerberg Fire Storm ‘A’ ‘Z’ ET

Dam: *CH Durnstein Champagne ‘A’ ‘Z’

Owner: G Mercer

OLD NOARLUNGA

Mob: 0411 144 344

Email: alimanda@hotmail.com.au

*CH ALIMANDA ITS ALL ABOUT ME ‘A’ 1:2, ‘Z’ 0:0

Sire: *Pepe vd Zenteiche ‘a’ ED

Dam: Bruangie Something to Follow ‘A’ ‘Z’

Owner: G Mercer

OLD NOARLUNGA

Mob: 0411 144 344

Email: alimanda@hotmail.com.au

*CH ALIMANDA SMOOTH OPERATOR ‘A’ 2:0, ‘Z’ 0:0

Sire: *Juwika Destroyer ‘a’ ED

Dam: Bruangie Something to Follow ‘A’ ‘Z’

Owner: G Mercer

OLD NOARLUNGA

Mob: 0411 144 344

Email: alimanda@hotmail.com.au

*Alwin v Haus Nesgen IGP1 (Imp Gmy) ‘a’

Normal ED Normal (Gmy)

Sire: *Hugh v Eichenplatz Sch HIII ‘a’  ED

Dam: *Wicki vom Gilkauertal IPO1 ‘a’ ED

Owner: Lago Kennels & P Flynn

COROMANDEL VALLEY

Mob: 0433 824 987

Email: not available



Stud Dog Directory

*CH VONPETA QWACKAWOODY 'A' 3:5 'Z' 0:1

Sire: *CH Leberhine Jeronimoe 'A' 'Z'

Dam: *CH Vonpeta Grace N Beauty 'A' 'Z'

Owner: Vondoussa Kennels

LEWISTON

Mob: 0417 711 410 (Mel)

Email: vondoussa.gsd@bigpond.com

*LENIN VON DER GRAFENBURG IPO2 (Imp Deu) 'a'

Normal ED Normal

Sire: *Pepe v Bordetal IPO2 'a' ED

Dam: *Tatoo v d Grafenberg IPO1 'a' ED

Owner: Mrs C Collins & Mr J De Lucia

WILLUNGA

Phone: 08 8556 2340

Mob: 0419 212 749

Email: mail@rhosyngsd.com

*CALLE vom WESTERVENN IPO II (Imp Gmy)

‘a’ Normal ED Normal (Gmy)

Sire: *Labo v Schollerweir Sch HIII ‘a’ ED

Dam: *Zimba v Westervenn Sch HII ‘a’ ED

Owner: Stephen & Christine Collins

WILLUNGA

Mob: 0419 212 749

Email: stephen@rhosyngsd.com

*BRAJANDI RUBIOUS HAGRID A' ' (3-3) 'Z' Normal (0-0)

Sire: Siobahn Greyt Impact AZ BSC Ex Merit
Dam: Brajandi Kashmir AZ

Owner: Chris Rayner 
TWO WELLS

Mob: 0418 302 116



Stud Dog Directory

*TONAKER VANDO 'A' (1-2) 'Z' Normal (0-0)

Sire: Calle Vom Weistervein AZ
Dam: Tonaker Bindi AZ

Owner: Thomas Schoemaker
 TWO WELLS

Mob: 0403 491 086

*GERMULF BACARDI VONBEN 'A' (2-4) 'Z' Gr1 (1-1)

Sire: *Rimerini Expect The Unexpected AZ
Dam: *Schaeferhund Stacey AZ

Owner: Kiara Stacey 
MODBURY HEIGHTS

Mob: 0487 695 935

*BABENBERG VALENTINO ‘A’ (2-2) ‘Z’ NORMAL (0-0)

Sire: CH * Lenin vd Grafenburg 'a' ED (Imp Deu)
Dam: *Babenberg Tiffany AZ

Owner: John & Jenny De Lucia
 GAWLER BELT

Mob: 0408 100 745
Email:  jjdelucia@bigpond.com

*CH WANDARRAK WITHOUTACAUSE 'A' (3-2) 'Z'
Normal (0-0)

Sire: Dreamstar Elementary 'A' 'Z'
Dam: Wandarrak Hey Soul Sister 'A' 'Z'

Owner: R & B Bonham 
MONARTO SOUTH

Mob: 0423 230 758



Ground Rules

These rules apply to all handlers and have been formulated for the welfare of you and your
dog.

Any Club member, or any person guilty of unseemly conduct or acts harmful to the club, may be
asked to leave the Club grounds.  They may also be dealt with by the Committee of The GSDC of
SA Inc. under clause 6, and relative by-laws of the Clubs Constitution.
Members shall not treat their dog in a manner that may reflect badly on the Club.
The owner and or handler shall be responsible for their dogs while on club grounds and must
accept any liability for animals in their care at all times.
Any dog that is sick WILL NOT be permitted onto the Club Grounds.
Dogs who have suffered a CONTAGIOUS DISEASE WILL NOT be allowed on to the Grounds until
5 weeks after being cleared by a veterinarian (a vets certificate may be required).  Puppies
should not be brought out onto the Club Grounds under the age of 8 weeks or at least 2 weeks
after they have been inoculated for HEPATITIS, DISTEMPER AND PARVOVIRUS (vaccination
certificate may be required).
The Head Instructor has the authority to permit the use of a muzzle or training devices, as
required in special cases.  The use of the equipment is to be under supervision, and its use on
the Grounds, other than above, is STRICTLY FORBIDDEN.
The use of switches, spiked collars or whips is STRICTLY FORBIDDEN ON THE CLUB GROUNDS.
Dogs are NOT to be taken off lead or left unattended, except on the directives, or under the
supervision of a Class Instructor.
Bitches in season are not permitted on the grounds unless at a recognised conformation show.
Dogs under the age of 12 months ARE NOT permitted to use jump equipment higher than 400
mm, or longer than 800 mm.
The handlers of dogs that foul the Club Grounds will be responsible for cleaning up same, with
the equipment provided.
Pursuant of the Health act “Dogs” ARE NOT permitted inside the Club Rooms.
In the interest of safety and health, and in consideration of others, parents are required to
supervise the behaviour of their children.  The Club Rooms and Toilets MUST NOT be used as
playing areas.
In the interests of public health the Club Rooms and the veranda area are NON-SMOKING
areas.
Appropriate foot wear must be worn at ALL times when handling  / double handling dogs on the
Club Grounds. Bare feet, thongs, slip on shoes, high heels, sandals, crocs and shoes with metal-
spiked soles (covered or uncovered) are not suitable foot wear and members wearing any of
the above will be asked to leave the Club grounds.


