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A large number of club members were present on
September 10 at the Royal Adelaide Show
representing the German Shepherd Dog breed. Jane
Pike and Judy O'Loughlin co-ordinated a shared lunch
which won the Shepherd participant's third place in
the light-hearted spread competition.

As the weather warms up ensure not to leave dog's in
cars and keep an eye on grass seeds and snakes.
Feel over your dogs daily for grass seeds and check
their ears. There is a page dedicated to snake bite
symptoms in this edition so be sure to make yourself
aware of what to be vigilant for.

The club has been fairly quite in regards to events but
the Double Handling seminar was a hit and very
educational. I am sure Jamie and Lyn will be watching
the upcoming shows to see how well received it was.
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#C & B Bezzina  Valley View                                  *B Calladine  Panorama
*S Clifton   Blakeview                                             *A & M Fiebig  Happy Valley
S Gayko & C Hombsch North Adelaide                  J Jarvis   Hackham
*G & E Mitchell  Aldinga Beach                            *B Nicholson  Woods Point
*L Pickett   Fulham                                                 *R Rose  Mt Barker
C Wang   Hallett Cove                                            *T & D Szarszewski Oaklands Park
N Gilroy (A)   Port Noarlunga                                  H Crisp  Two Wells
J Matosovic & B Martschink Pennington

The committee wish to extend a warm welcome to the following new members of the
club:

The club’s financial year is drawing to a close, and I would like to thank all of the
committee for their hard work and assistance throughout the year.

Membership renewals are due from September 30, so please renew early. Renewal
forms are available from the website.

The Annual General Meeting will be held on November 18, a notice of the meeting is in
this issue of Shepherd News. Those members interested in helping the club please
nominate for committee.

We would like to thank Lawrence Group for the generous donation of one of the
shelters that have been erected for the members.
The grant money received has been spent on the shelters, exhaust fan and hood in
the canteen. Two additional lights will be installed at either end of the clubrooms by
late November.
 
A new ten year lease is soon to be signed by West Beach Parks and the club, there
were several items in the new lease that required clarification and a number of small
amendments. These have now been addressed and we are awaiting a revised lease
which should be available soon.   

Stephen J Collins
Hon. Secretary

Secretary's Report
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Leppsdorf Lolitta ‘A’ ‘Z’   L Hume
Tonaker Ava ‘A’ ‘Z’    Tonaker Kennels
Gilarisha Chicketta ‘A’ ‘Z’   R Archbold
Leppsdorf Over The Moon ‘A’ ‘Z’   L Hume

The club is pleased to advise that Mrs Jenny De Lucia has been accepted as a GSDC of A
Breed Surveyor. 

The current Breed Survey panel are pleased with the addition of Jenny.
It was pleasing that Jenny participated in the Breed Survey held on August 21.
We would like to congratulate those members and Breeders that successfully participated
in the Survey. 

It was unfortunate that one animal had to be refused Breed Survey as the documentation
and paper work was not correct.  

We ask that you thoroughly check all of your animals paperwork prior to completing an
application for Breed Survey.

The next Breed Survey will be held on November 6 commencing at 11:00AM.
The Handling and Double Handling workshop conducted by J & L Phillis was very well
attended and was very informative. Many thanks to Jamie and Lyn.

Christine Collins  
2nd Vice President 

Breed Affairs Report
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I have been instructing at the Shepherd club for 12 years, gaining experience and understanding with
training dogs four dogs of my own.

Since starting as an instructor I have always believed that Its very important to create a happy and
energetic environment for both handlers and there dogs so its a positive and enjoyable learning
experience.

Over the past 12 years, I have always enjoyed helping handlers to build from the basics, gaining the
skills and experience so they can have a safe, happy and obedient pet or competition dog.

I am also always interested in learning and gaining more experience in training to help me be a better
instructor.
 
At the end of my classes, there is nothing better than to see a handlers smiling face and a big wagging
tail

MEET THE INSTRUCTING TEAM
 

Natalie Davis - Senior Instructor
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I got my first German Shepherd in 1977 in Adelaide then joined the ACT GSDA in 1985. Initially my
interest was Obedience but quickly I became interested in Showing (Speciality & All Breeds) and then
became interested in Agility when it started in Australia.  
I became an Obedience Instructor and instructed at the GSD Club as well as the 3 All Breeds Obedience
Clubs in the ACT.
I became an Obedience Steward & later a Show Steward & undertook Steward duties at most Shows &
Trials (Obedience, Agility & Tracking) in and around the ACT.
I undertook Obedience Judges Training becoming a UD & Agility Judge. I have judged in five states &
territories including GSD Nationals & Royals.  
I gave up my judging licences a number of years ago.

I have now returned to Adelaide but no longer have a GSD. I love the breed but I'm now 71 & feel any
pup I get will probably outlive me which is not fair to the dog (in my view) but instead my wife & I now
foster dogs. 

We mainly take old dogs, clean them up with a bath and manicure and any required veterinary
treatment. We assess their temperament and do a bit of training to get them ready for their new
forever home.

I have decided to become a member of the GSD Club of SA to both share my knowledge and get my
GSD fix.

Please feel free to approach me anytime. I'm very happy to assist anyone work through any training
problem you are experiencing.

MEET THE INSTRUCTING TEAM
 

Barry Knibbs - Instructor



Hip dysplasia (HD), is not a congenital defect; it is not present at birth. Multiple studies
have demonstrated that all normal puppies are born with "perfect" hips; that is, they are
"normal" for a newborn with no signs of dysplasia. 

HD is a genetic disease passed on from the sire or dam of the puppy. HD arises primarily as a
heritable condition, i.e. one that is inherited genetically, however, nutrition and physical
activity during growth and development also play a role. Purchasing a puppy bred from
parents that have undergone X-ray screening and have passed a recognised Hip Dysplasia
Scheme, will reduce the chance of the puppy developing HD. The German Shepherd Dog
Council of Australia (GSDCA), has in place a Hip Dysplasia Scheme since 1982. Animals that
gain a pass in the HD scheme are awarded an ‘A’ Stamp and certificate indicating that the
overall quality of the hips is suitable for breeding. The minimum age at which German
shepherds can go through the scheme is 12 months as this is the age when the growth plates
have closed. Screening is undertaken of breeding stock to ensure the control/reduction of
severity of HD within the breed. Hip X-rays are assessed for various aspects of hip
construction and looseness of joints and given a score for each hip. Only animals that score
no more than 8 in any one hip, and no score greater than 3 in any one area, are awarded a
pass if going through the GSDCA Scheme. From 1982 to January 2022, there have been
10,518 passes through the GSDCA HD Scheme.  When a puppy is purchased from a
registered breeder, it should have with it a five-generation pedigree showing the parentage
of the puppy for five generations back and the hip and elbow status of all ancestors within
that pedigree. 

Juvenile Pelvis Symphysiodesis, (JPS), is a surgical procedure performed in immature dogs
that are at high risk for arthritis associated with hip dysplasia. The surgery involves using an
electroscalpel to manually manipulate bone development and stop the growth of the pubis
(part of the pelvis) to alter the growth/shape of the pelvis, while increasing the ball's degree
of coverage by the socket to diminish hip laxity. JPS surgery needs to be performed on
puppies less than 18 weeks of age while the pelvis is still growing. As the rest of the pelvis
continues to grow normally, the two sides of the pelvis are forced to rotate slightly
downward, causing the hip sockets to assume a slightly more horizontal orientation. Females
undergoing this surgery are desexed at the same time due to the impact the JPS surgery has
on the female’s ability to give birth.  

It is being broadly suggested by some veterinarians to owners of German shepherd puppies,
that simply due to the breed, HD is a common problem therefore, to prevent future hip
problems in their puppy, that JPS surgery should be carried out. Some vets will not back this
up with proof in the form of an X-ray but rather a physical diagnosis, while some vets will X-
ray. The preferred method of X-ray seems to be PennHIP. PennHIP should be performed 

CANINE HIP DYSPLASIA (HD) AND
JUVENILE PELVIS SYMPHYSIODESIS (JPS)

SURGERY EXPLAINED
 By Jenny and Isabella De Lucia



The Hip Extended Radiograph
The Compression Radiograph
The Distraction Radiograph (DI)

The Hip Extended Radiograph - The dog’s hind legs are placed in “extension” with both
hind legs straight, to identify radiographic signs of hip arthritis also known as
osteoarthritis (OA).
The Compression Radiograph - The dog’s hind legs are positioned in a neutral,
weightbearing orientation and the femoral heads (balls of the femur) are gently seated
into the acetabula (hip sockets). This view can identify critical anatomic landmarks of the
hip and determine how well the femoral head fits into the acetabulum.
The Distraction Radiograph (DI) - The dog’s hind legs are positioned in the same neutral
position as the compression radiograph and a Distraction Device is placed between the
dogs’ legs with the dog on its back. The device acts as a fulcrum to apply a lateral
distractive force. The DI is a measure of hip laxity—the inherent distance the ball can be
displaced (distracted) from the hip socket—and is expressed as a number between zero
and one.

by an accredited vet who is able to read and score the x-ray accordingly. To become PennHIP
accredited, veterinarians must undergo training and a certification process to demonstrate
competency. Disturbingly, JPS surgeries are being carried out based on results of a PennHip
X-ray taken by non-accredited vets and many of the X-rays being taken are using PennHIP
theory to produce a Distraction Index (DI) but are not PennHIP method. Studies have shown
that the PennHIP method has a very high degree of reproducibility between examiners. In
other words, a dog should have similar distraction scores no matter which PennHIP certified
veterinarian performs the radiographs. This high degree of consistency is attributable to the
inherent biomechanics of the canine hip joint and to the quality-assurance training that all
PennHIP network veterinarians must successfully complete.

The research-based hip-screening procedure known as PennHIP ( which stands for,
University of Pennsylvania Hip Improvement Program), has proven to be the most accurate
and precise method to measure hip laxity.

PennHIP screening involves three separate radiographs (X-rays).

1.
2.
3.

1.

2.

3.
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Taken from the University of Pennsylvania (PennHip), “There are no level 1 or level 2 studies
to definitively show the efficacy of JPS to prevent or delay osteoarthritis. Therefore, it should
not be considered a routine procedure backed by scientific evidence”. Furthermore, “If
distraction images are not read by trained eyes there will be high variability in Distraction
Index (DI) scores and ultimately, the value of the technique will decline or become
worthless”.
 
Level 1 studies are the highest level of study - large population, long duration, x-rays
performed regularly over the life time of the pet of those that had JPS and those with similar
radiological signs at 16 weeks that did not undergo the study, performed at an
educational/teaching/research facility with rigorous process and controls, etc. As the
standards reduce, i.e. small population with less and less controls, procedures put in place or
retrospective study then the level of reliability of the data reduces.

The radiograph above shows the hip extended view of a 16 week old border collie with
normal hips.



This is the same 16-week-old Border Collie, incorrectly x-rayed using PennHIP under
Distraction View – the rods to perform the view are not positioned wide enough. 
The stifles are covering/superimposing the femoral heads. 
The distraction has been severe resulting in likely cavitation of both hips (levered forcefully
out of the acetabulum resulting in a large air bubble in both views). 

EXERCISE AND DIET

As previously mentioned, HD arises primarily as a heritable condition, however, nutrition and
physical activity during growth and development also play a role. Exercise is important for a
young puppy however, too much exercise can have a detrimental effect. As a general guide, 5
minutes of exercise per month of age up to 12 months of age is a good rule of thumb.
Natural free running is the best form of exercise for a puppy because when they tire they can
easily stop. More strenuous exercise should not occur until the dog has reached the age of
12 months.

Diet of the puppy is just as important. Studies into dogs and nutrition show us that feeding
excessive calcium, phosphorus and vitamin D together with a high energy diet and rapid
weight gain that causes rapid growth, can result in joint disorders.

CANINE HIP DYSPLASIA (HD) AND
JUVENILE PELVIS SYMPHYSIODESIS (JPS)

SURGERY EXPLAINED (Cont.)



Below is a chart showing average weight relative to age for both male and female German
shepherd dogs.

Overall, this article has defined what HD is and how it is passed on, whether it be through
genetics or an environmental factor. It has explained what JPS surgery is and the reason it is
being performed by veterinarians who are usually unaccredited. When purchasing a puppy
from a registered breeder they will provide you with any and all genetic information you may
need to avoid unnecessary stress and panic by an unaccredited vet informing you that JPS is
needed when as evidenced through this article, it is not. If you have any questions regarding
this surgery or if you are pressured by a vet, the best course of action is to contact your
breeder or someone from your local German Shepherd Dog Club as they will be able to
recommend a vet for a second opinion and provide you with any genetic information you
may need. The most important thing to take from the above information is this – JPS surgery
is not a necessary procedure for a young puppy, it causes trauma and stress for both the
owner and the puppy and can have ongoing issues that develop from this surgery. Ensure
you are seeking information from a vet recommended by your breeder and understand any
diagnosis given to you. Your breeder will always be available to help and provide you
information and if the animals have gone through a registered hip and elbow scheme as
explained above then the risk of developing HD has already been minimised. 

CANINE HIP DYSPLASIA (HD) AND
JUVENILE PELVIS SYMPHYSIODESIS (JPS)

SURGERY EXPLAINED (Cont.)
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Signs your dog has been
bitten by a snake

 
 

Puncture wound or bruising at the site
Swelling
Weakness (particularly in the hind legs)
Difficulty Walking
Laboured breathing
Lethargy
Hyperactivity
Paralysis
Dilated pupils
Excessive salvation
Vomiting
Blood in the urine
Tremors
Coughing
Pale or blue gums

Contact your local vet immediately if your dog 
displays any of these symptoms.

http://www.noahscrossingvetclinic.com.au/


Notices

Please take note of the speed limit entering and driving
on the club grounds - 10KM/hour is the speed limit. It
can be a dangerous area if a dog slips it's collar. Our
members safety is paramount.

https://gsdcsa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Award-Application.pdf
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    Completed BS1 Application form 
    Copy of ANKC pedigree 
    Copy of official HD and Elbow results 
    Five generation pedigree   
    Fee: $38.00 

Sunday November 6 2022 
11:00am 

Closing date: October 30, 11:00am
 
Documentation required: 

 
Emailed entries must be in PDF format and legible JPEG formats will
not be accepted.
 
If any of the above are not received with the Application for Breed
Survey the application will not be accepted. 

Breed Survey
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WEDNESDAY TRAINING SUNDAY TRAINING

7.30 pm: Beginners Obedience Obedience
Class 1, 2 & 3 Show Training

9.30 am: Beginners Obedience Obedience
Class 1, 2 & 3  Classes 

8.15 pm: Obedience Class 4 & 5, Novice
Obedience & Trials Classes 

10.00 am: Show Training

 
10.30 am: Obedience Class 4, Class 5

Open Obedience & Utility

TRAINING TIMES
 
 

http://www.thepamperedpooch.com.au/
http://www.noahscrossingvetclinic.com.au/


WHAT'S ON
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Volunteers wanted
The club have been participating
in the Dogs SA canteen to raise

vital funds for our national. 
 

If you can please spare some
time to help out, speak to
Michelle Monti in the club

canteen.

Members Competition: October 23
Breed Survey: November 6
Open Show: November 13 



 AVAILABLE AT THE
SHEPHERD SHOP
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http://www.thepamperedpooch.com.au/
https://gsdcsa.org.au/shepherd-shop-2/
http://www.noahscrossingvetclinic.com.au/


READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE

READ MORE

Jean Butterfield & Gayle Mercer

OLD NOARLUNGA 
Phone: 0412 471 802 
Email: alimanda@hotmail.com.au

BREEDERS DIRECTORY
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ALIMANDA KENNELS
W & J & A O'Loughlin
PORT NOARLUNGA 
Phone: 0412 605 584 
Email: arkahla@adam.com.au

ARKAHLA KENNELS

J & J & I De Lucia
GAWLER BELT 
Phone: 0408 100 745 
Email: jjdelucia@bigpond.com

BABENBERG KENNELS
S & J Collins
WILLUNGA 
Phone: 0419 212 749 
Email: mail@rhosyngsd.com

RHOSYN KENNELS

READ MORE

B Owen
TWO WELLS 
Phone: 0417 834 941 
Email: sheprose01@gmail.com

SHEPROSE KENNELS Advertise here!

https://www.facebook.com/alimanda.kennels/
https://www.facebook.com/BabenbergKennels
https://www.facebook.com/Arkahla
https://www.facebook.com/groups/111735878957456
https://www.facebook.com/Sheprose-kennels-2064571763856061


READ MORE

*CH ALIMANDA FIREWALKER ‘A’ 2:2 ‘Z’ 0:0 H- Neg
Sire: *CH Schneerberg Fire Storm ‘A’ ‘Z’ ET

Dam: CH Durnstein Champagne ‘A’ ‘Z’
Owner: Alimanda Kennels

OLD NOARLUNGA
Phone: 0412471802

Email: alimanda@hotmail.com.au

STUD DOG DIRECTORY
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READ MORE

*CH ALIMANDA ITS ALL ABOUT ME ‘A’ 1:2, ‘Z’ 0:0
Sire: *Pepe vd Zenteiche ‘a’ ED 

Dam: Bruangie Something to Follow ‘A’ ‘Z’
Owner: Alimanda Kennels

OLD NOARLUNGA
Phone: 0412471802

Email: alimanda@hotmail.com.au

READ MORE

*CH ALIMANDA SMOOTH OPERATOR ‘A’ 2:0, ‘Z’ 0:0
Sire: *Juwika Destroyer ‘a’ ED 

Dam: Bruangie Something to Follow ‘A’ ‘Z’ 
Owner: Alimanda Kennels

OLD NOARLUNGA
Phone: 0412471802

Email: alimanda@hotmail.com.au

*Alwin v Haus Nesgen IGP1 (Imp Gmy) ‘a’ Normal ED
Normal (Gmy) 

Sire: *Hugh v Eichenplatz Sch HIII ‘a’ ED
Dam: *Wicki vom Gilkauertal IPO1 ‘a’ ED

Owner: Lago Kennels & P Flynn
COROMANDEL VALLEY 

Phone: 0433 824 987 
Email: not available

READ MORE

*BABENBERG SEBASTIAN 'A' 4:5 'Z' 0:0
Sire: *NZ CH Veneze Ricardo 'A' 'Z'
 Dam: *Babenberg Jasmina 'A' 'Z'

 Owner: J & J De Lucia - Babenberg
Kennels 

GAWLER BELT 
Phone: 0408 100 745

 Email: jjdelucia@bigpond.com

READ MORE

*CALLE vom WESTERVENN IPO II (Imp Gmy) ‘a’
Normal ED Normal (Gmy)

Sire: *Labo v Schollerweir Sch HIII ‘a’ ED
Dam: *Zimba v Westervenn Sch HII ‘a’ ED

Owner: Stephen & Christine Collins
WILLUNGA 

Phone: 0419 212 749
Email: stephen@rhosyngsd.com

https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=74234
https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=82430
https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=74234
https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=74234
https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=110405
https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=74234
https://www.rhosyngsd.com/dogs/Calle_v_Westervenn


READ MORE

*LENIN VON DER GRAFENBURG IPO2 (Imp Deu) 'a'
Normal ED Normal

Sire: *Pepe v Bordetal IPO2 'a' ED 
Dam: *Tatoo v d Grafenberg IPO1 'a' ED

Owner: Mrs C Collins & Mr J De Lucia
WILLUNGA 

Phone: 08 8556 2340 OR 0419 212 749
Email: mail@rhosyngsd.com

STUD DOG DIRECTORY
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READ MORE

*CH VONPETA QWACKAWOODY 'A' 3:5 'Z' 0:1
Sire: *CH Leberhine Jeronimoe 'A' 'Z'

Dam: *CH Vonpeta Grace N Beauty 'A' 'Z'
Owner: Mel Adamson - Vondoussa Kennels 

LEWISTON 
Mob: 0417 711 410

 Email: vondoussa.gsd@bigpond.com

READ MORE

Advertise here! Advertise here!

Advertise here! Advertise here!

https://www.rhosyngsd.com/dogs/Lenin_vd_Grafenburg
https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=82430
https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=108738
https://www.dogzonline.com.au/breeds/profile.asp?dog=74234


These rules apply to all handlers during training sessions and have been formulated for the welfare of
you and your dog. 
Any Club member, or any person guilty of unseemly conduct or acts harmful to the club, may be asked
to leave the Training area. 
They may also be dealt with by the Committee of The GSDC of S A Inc. under clause 6, and relative by-
laws of the Clubs Constitution. 

Any dog which is sick WILL NOT be permitted onto the Club grounds. 
Dogs who have suffered a CONTAGIOUS DISEASE WILL NOT be allowed on to the grounds until 5
weeks after being cleared by a veterinarian (a vets certificate may be required). 
Puppies should not be brought out onto the Club grounds under the age of 8 weeks or at least 2
weeks after they have been inoculated for HEPATITIS, DISTEMPER AND PARVOVIRUS ( vaccination
certificate may be required). 

Bitches in season are not permitted on the grounds unless at a recognised Club event. The use of
switches, spiked collars or whips is STRICTLY FORBIDDEN ON THE CLUB GROUNDS.
Members shall not treat their dog in a manner which may reflect badly on the Club. Dogs are NOT to
be taken off-lead or left unattended, except on the directives, or under the supervision of a Class
Instructor. 

The handlers of dogs which foul the Club grounds, will be responsible for cleaning up same, with the
equipment provided. The Head Instructor has the authority to permit the use of a muzzle or training
devices, as required in special cases. The use of the equipment is to be under supervision, and its use
on the grounds, other than above, is STRICTLY FORBIDDEN. 
Dogs under the age of 12 months ARE NOT permitted to use jump equipment higher than 400 mm, or
longer than 800 mm. 

Pursuant of the Health act "Dogs" ARE NOT permitted inside the Clubrooms. In the interest of safety
and health, and in consideration of others, parents are required to supervise the behaviour of their
children. The Clubrooms and Toilets MUST NOT be used as playing areas. 

In the interests of public health the Clubrooms and the verandah area are NON-SMOKING areas. 
Training Extreme Weather Policy Training will be cancelled if the forecast temperature for West Beach
is predicted to be 37 degrees or above or an Extreme Storm warning is issued on
www.eldersweather.com.au at 6pm the night before training (Wednesday nights and Sunday
mornings). 
Appropriate foot wear must be worn at ALL times when handling / double handling dogs on the Club
grounds. Bare feet, thongs, slip on shoes, high heels, sandals or crocs and shoes with metal-spiked
soles are not suitable foot wear and members wearing any of the above will be asked to leave the
training area. 

THANK YOU! BE PROUD OF YOUR DOG, HE IS VERY PROUD OF YOU! THE COMMITTEE 

GROUND RULES
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